THE   BURGLAR'S   PREDILECTIONS
taken to active literary pursuits and preferred Golden
Thoughts rather than Silver Plate. It must be acknow-
ledged that recently these gentlemen have displayed a
commendable interest in art, but this is probably the
first occasion that their attention has been seriously
turned to literature. I feel, however, that the result of
their enterprise will not be so easily converted into that
modern trinity, £ s. d^ as if they had turned their
friendly attention to my neighbours' silver, which I can
so highly recommend.
'It is interesting to study the tastes of my new clientele,
which I am now able to do from my stock clerk's
inventory. As might be expected, all the stock of The
Golden Age and The Quest of the Golden Girl had disap-
peared. We also found that the bin in which The
Champagne Standard is kept had been drained. As for
A Boys Marriage, that had been left intact. It did not
probably prove to the taste of this moral critic. Oddly
enough, a set of proof sheets of a detective story by
Mr. A. C. Fox-Davies, entitled The Finances of Sir
John Kynnersley^ had been taken. This threatens to
become a public danger, as the author at great pains
elaborates many ingenious schemes for fraudulently
obtaining large sums of money, for which reason the
police and the public at large are urged to be on their
guard.
'This new force in literature seems to be greatly
interested in Napoleon, as several copies of Napoleons
Conquest of Prussia and Napoleon's Conquest of Poland.,
together with The Boyhood and Youth of Napoleon and
The Fall of Napoleon,, have enriched the collections of
my unknown patrons. This latest literary movement
does not display any great interest in the "New
Theology'\ as both The Creed of Christ and Mr. Chester-
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